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ALA-APA CERTIFICATION PATH 
 

 

“Standards for Professional 
Practice” are developed / 
approved by ALA Division. 

Certification Review Committee 
approves providers and 
coursework.  [APPEALS to CPC 
and Board] 

Providers offer 
coursework through a 
variety of venues and 
offer documentation of 
successful completion of 
requirements. 

ALA-APA Office maintains and 
validates documentation files for 
all applicants and all approved 
coursework. 

ALA-APA Certification Program 
Committee (CPC) approves 
certification program for that 
specialty area. 

ALA-APA Council reviews and the 
Board of Directors approves 
certification program in that 
area, based on CPC 
recommendation. 

ALA-APA President appoints 
Certification Review Committee 
(CRC) to administer that 
certification program. 

Certification Review Committee 
issues RFP for providers and 
application for participants. 

Individuals apply to 
participate in 
certification program. 

Providers develop 
coursework to 
satisfy the 
competencies of the 
certification 
program. 

Course providers apply 
for review, approval and 
listing of courses by 
ALA-APA. 

ALA-APA Office verifies 
applicants’ eligibility and 
approves entry into program.  
[APPEALS to CPC and Board] 

Individuals take 
coursework and submit 
completion documentation 
to ALA-APA Office. 

Applicants receive 3-year 
certification by ALA-APA, 
based on fulfillment of all 
requirements.  [APPEALS to 
CPC and Board] 

Ongoing review of certification program is conducted by CRCs of individual programs, the 
CPC, and the ALA-APA Board, with accountability to ALA-APA Council. 

Certification concept 
originates in ALA, in field 
of practice. 


